If you are interested in volunteering at amaZOOnico this pamphlet will give you some information on what is expected of our volunteers and what you can expect at amaZOOnico.
Do I need to speak Spanish?
Having a basic knowledge of Spanish is a requirement, as it will make it easier to communicate with local people and make your stay here more enjoyable. We prefer that volunteers speak at least two of the main four languages used at amaZOOnico; Spanish, English, German and French. We offer guided tours in each of these languages. The more languages you speak, the more versatile you will be. We expect you to be able to do tours in Spanish as well as in another language.

What kind of work will I have to do?
Working at amaZOOnico is varied, and not always easy. You will be working five days a week and have two days off. The day generally starts at seven and ends at five (or until the last tourists leave and all animals are cared for). The work can be hard, especially with
Our first concern is the animals. We have resident and temporary animals. All must be fed daily and their enclosures cleaned. At times medical care may need to be administered. The hard work consists especially of the carrying of whole banana trunks and other fruit which we buy for the animals from local people.
AmaZOOnico's main source of income is giving guided tours. You will be expected to guide tourists around amaZOOnico, giving information about our projects and animals.

In addition to the regular work it might be necessary to perform other duties like, forest patrol, joining tourist tours as a translator, site management and sometimes even some administration.
What are the living conditions like? Do I have to pay for anything?

You must arrange your own transportation. You will have to pay for your flight to Ecuador as well as transportation to amaZOOnico. For food and lodging at amaZOOnico you have to pay 80( U.S. a month. Once you are here, you will stay in one of the two volunteer houses. Each room has a bed and we provide sheets, a pillow and a blanket. Mosquito nets may or may not be available. There is no electricity at amaZOOnico. Evening light is by candle light. A gas stove with an oven is provided in one of the volunteer houses. In each of the two volunteer houses there is a bathroom with toilet, sink and shower. Only cold running water is available. Food is provided and brought on a weekly basis to amaZOOnico. The food is very basic and includes such items as pasta, rice, canned tuna, eggs, flour, powdered milk and fresh vegetables and fruit (depending on what is available). As spices (other than garlic, salt, pepper and oregano) are expensive and difficult to obtain, you may want to bring a few of your own favorite spices. A local worker prepares the lunch meal during weekdays which is shared at the main house. The volunteers are responsible for preparing their own breakfast and dinner and lunches in the weekend. 

Water is freely available. We provide coffee, tea and cocoa. Beer and sodas are available at the tourist bar, however you must pay for these items. If you wish to go to Ahuano (nearby local village) or Tena you will need to arrange and pay for your own transportation. A canoe to Ahuano is 15-20( U.S. (depending on time of day) and the bus to Tena is about 2( U.S. Other items of a personal nature (i.e. stamps, film, post cards, batteries, flashlight, treats) are all at the expense of the volunteer.

How do I get there?

AmaZOOnico is located in the Orient region of Ecuador. From Quito, take a bus to Tena (best at 7:00 am). The bus ride is about 5-6 hours and costs approximately 6( U.S. From Tena, there are a couple of different options. If you contact Angelika ahead of time (at least a week if you send an email or phone) with your anticipated arrival time, you can take the Santa Rosa/Campacocha bus (office: Centinela de Tena) at 14:30, buy a ticket till Selva Viva. Tell the bus driver that you want to get out at Selva Viva or Puerto Barantilla, and look for a sign on the left hand side saying Selva Viva/Liana Lodge. We will arrange a canoe to pick you up at Rio Barantilla. The bus ride from Tena is about 2 hours long and costs about 2( U.S. If you are unsure about an arrival time, you also can take a bus from Tena to Ahuano. From Ahuano arrange for a canoe to take you to amaZOOnico. This last option is expensive as the canoe can cost you about 15-20 $.

Do I need any vaccinations?

For this information, it is best to contact the travel advisory clinic in your country. You should be up to date on all your regular vaccinations (tetanus, diphtheria, poli, hepatitus). Rabies is endemic in this part of Ecuador, and since you will be working with wild animals, a rabies vaccine is recommended. It is always best to consult the health professionals in your country for the latest information. In this region there is no malaria, so you don’t need any anti-malaria pills.

How long can I stay in amaZOOnico?

Because it takes a few weeks to train our volunteers, we request that you be able to stay at amaZOOnico for at least two months. The longer you can stay the better for us. In Ecuador, you can easily receive a 3 month visitor’s visa upon entry to the country. 
This one can be prolonged till up to 6 months. 

For a longer visa you must contact the Ecuadorian consulate nearest to your home location. Usually you will be required to submit two passport photo’s, a police check and a medical check for infectious diseases. Contact the consulate nearest you for more up to date information.

What should I bring?

You will need loose fitting, comfortable work clothes. Do not spend a lot of money on special safari type clothing, you most likely will be throwing out all your work clothes when you are finished volunteering at amaZOOnico (they will get stained and moldy). It is preferable to wear long pants while working. There are lots of biting types of insects here. In addition to clothes, you should also bring a pair of rubber boots (this is the rainforest and it does get very muddy), as well as some type of rain poncho (these can be purchased very cheaply in Tena). You should bring a towel, wash cloth and your usual personal items. Although mosquitos are not a problem, there are a lot of cockroaches. Mosquito nets may or may not be available. Since there is no electricity, a flashlight is an excellent idea. Entertainment is up to you. There is time for reading, playing cards, listening to music. If you wish to do anything like this, bring it with you (along with batteries). You should also bring your own dictionary. Feel free to bring your own spices, and cook book. Life at amaZOOnico is very simple. 

How do I communicate with my friends and family? How do I communicate with amaZOOnico?

You can e-mail home from Ecuador. There are a lot of internet cafes in Quito. In Tena, there are several places with computers for e-mailing. Service is slow and not always working, but it is available. 

Friends and family can write to you; 

C/O AmaZOOnico, Apt. 202,Tena/Napo, Ecuador, or e-mail, only in case of emergency, to Angelika Raimann:  amazoon@ecua.net.ec
You can also phone us from Monday to Friday (09:00-16:00):   00593  (0)99 800 463 

For any questions about volunteering you can write to Olivia Conrads: liana@macas.ecua.net.ec
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I hope you will consider volunteering at amaZOOnico. The setting is beautiful and peaceful. The work can be challenging and rewarding.   
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