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Memorandum of Understanding
Between,

First party: 

Faculty of Veterinary Science Mahidol University (FVSMU) 

And

Second party: 

International Mobile Wild Animal Rescue Team (IMWART)
Upon,

The Wildlife Conservation Education and Management project (WICEMA)

Background and justification 

Thailand is one of the leading countries in Asia when comes to the preservation of forest areas as national parks.  Since 1992, keeping most wild animals as pets or trading these animals have been prohibited by Thai law.  Despite these efforts, numerous illegally held pets and wild animals illegally traded are still being confiscated by the authorities and spending lives in one of the wildlife centers of the Thai government.  At this moment, over 10,000 traumatized wild animals of different species gibbons, Malayan sun bears, Asian black bears and many other species are being kept in captivity in over 20 large wildlife centers run by the Royal Forest Department (RFD). Only few of them can be returned to their natural habitats.

The scale of the problem and the high costs of maintenance make it difficult for authorities to uphold high standards in the animals’ living conditions.  For this reason, the Dutch foundation IMWART and the Faculty of Veterinary Science of Mahidol University have set up the WICEMA project in order to support RFD in improving the living conditions of animals by providing professional help and expertise.  The final aim of WICEMA is to establish basic health and welfare conditions in all wildlife centers.  The most urgent needs at the wildlife centers are quarantine facilities, food supplements, veterinary medical and health experts. Supplementary materials such as baskets for shelter and constructions for triggering the animals’ natural behavior such as swinging, climbing and hanging, are constantly needed.

The WICEMA project aims to be a prototype of a collaborative effort of RFD Thailand, national and international wildlife expert groups and other supportive parties.  All participating parties share a common interest namely: conservation of Thai Wildlife, and basic healthcare for wild animals in captivity.

Objectives

1)  To educate and train veterinary students, staff and experts in wildlife (health-) management and care.

2)  To generate improvement of health and welfare conditions of captive wildlife residing in RFD wildlife centers.

3)  To establish a network of healthcare facilities, expertise and general support.

4)  To educate the general public in wildlife conservation matters.
To achieve the above stated goals, it is agreed upon that:

The First Party: Faculty of Veterinary Science, Mahidol University (FVSMU)

1. The First Party (FVSMU) has an official agreement with the Thai authorities.  

2. The First Party directs and supervises all activities in the RFD wildlife centers.

3. The First Party is responsible for all activities at the RFD wildlife centers.

4. The First Party controls the WICEMA expenses and the project account.

5. The First Party reports every three months about the development and expenses of the project to the second party. 

6. The First Party follows the provisional timeschedule and activities as outlined in the project description (see appendix).

7. The First Party sets priorities and plans activities in order to further develop the project.

8. The First Party supports the second party in education, publicity and fundraising activities.

The Second Party: International Mobile Wild Animal Rescue Team (IMWART)

1. The Second Party (IMWART) sets up fundraising activities for the WICEMA project

2. The Second Party educates the general public about the WICEMA project

3. The Second Party coordinates the WICEMA activities outside Thailand

4. The Second Party contacts third parties to collaborate in the WICEMA project

5. The Second Party transfers funds to the WICEMA account of the first party

6. The Second Party gives an overview of the estimated funds raised every coming six months

7. The Second Party aims to set up a stable long-term network for fundraising

For the First Party signed by:
  







Assistant Professor Parntep Ratanakorn, DVM, MS

                                                           Dean

                                                           Faculty of Veterinary Science, Mahidol University

For the Second Party signed by:









M. Maassen

                                                           Secretary of IMWART

Bangkok / Thailand, 11th June 2002 







