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Wildlife Conservation Education & Management Project Asia
By Dr. Parntep Ratanakorn & Marc Maassen
Aims of the project:
1. WICEMA aims to be a prototype of a collaborative effort of the Royal Forest Department (RFD) Thailand, national and international wildlife expert groups and other supportive parties. All participating parties share a common interest namely: conservation of Asian Wildlife, and basic healthcare for wild animals in captivity. WICEMA therefor focuses on:

1)  educating and training of students, staff  and experts in wildlife (health-) management and care

2)  the general improvement of welfare conditions of captive wildlife residing in Asia

3)  the establishment of a network of healthcare facilities, expertise and general support

4)  education of the general public in wildlife conservation matters

Main objectives:
2.  To provide a practical training ground for animal handlers, keepers and veterinary students 

3.  To create public awareness and support for the project by campaigns and activities

4.  To improve welfare conditions of captive wildlife residing in captivity at RFD wildlife 

      centres by providing basic healthcare and medicine, environmental enrichment  

      and supplementary diet.

5.  To establish quarantine facilities and a health clinic for injured wild animals, and wildlife  

      confiscated by or offered to the RFD

Main Activities:

Basic health care for wildlife in captivity
· -    inventories are made of the animals residing in the RFD breeding centres  

· -    quarantine protocols are set up 

· -    identification of the animals (micro chipping)

· -    records are kept and stored in a database

· -    monitoring of the animals by regular healthchecks

· -    first aid for injured animals

· -    zoonotic aspects will be considered (vaccination of both staff and animals for viruses with a      zoonotic potential)

Training of animal handling staff, students and experts
· supervised students (national and international) and staff are trained in handling and  

    management of wild animals 

-   animal keepers will closely work together with the experts

Public awareness
· campaigns and activities are directed to the public to create 

    public support and awareness in conservation issues such as the need for protection of  

    wildlife habitats and taking care of captive wildlife 

-   an education centre at each breeding centre is open to the public

 Welfare
-   healthcare for the many different species residing in the wildlife centres 

-   environmental enrichment to stimulate and trigger the animals in their unnatural (captive)  

    environment as much as possible

-   food supplements are provided when needed

Expected outcome of the project:

· quarantine facilities for captive wildlife in Thailand at all RFD wildlife centres

· a training ground for students, animal handlers and staff in wildlife care and management 

· expertise on wild animal health related issues in Thailand and Asia

· public awareness of the distress of  wild animals in captivity and the need for conservation

    of wildlife habitats

· contribution in the general welfare of captive wild animals in Asia

· a wildlife health clinic
The project is divided in three phases, Phase 1, Phase 2 and Phase 3.
Until now the participants have focussed on the Wildlife  Centre at Krabok Koo. For example concerning the gibbons: inventories are made and regular monitoring of the gibbons is taken place. A quarantine and hygienic protocol has been established as well. Other species (such as different species of bears and macaques) residing at the Wildlife Centre will be included in the health care program shortly (Phase 1). As soon as the healthcare program runs for the total population of wild animals at Krabok Koo, and a sufficient level of expertise, staff and funds are available, a central quarantine area for all wild animals entering RFD sanctuaries will be set up (Phase 2). Together with this an outreach project will take of to establish similar facilities and expertise in the other RFD wildlife centres and other places where captive wildlife resides in Thailand (Phase 3). At this moment the participators are looking for new partners that are willing to contribute in the development of WICEMA.

Main objectives during phase 1-3:

Phase 1: Krabok Koo
- basic healthcare facilities 

- basic medical equipment and medicine

- identification, quarantine and health monitoring of all wild animals residing at Krabok Koo

- record keeping

- prevention of spreading of diseases (vaccination/training of staff in hygiene protocol)

- training of students and staff 

- report writing

- improving the diet

- to educate visitors at the education centre

Phase 2: Krabok Koo
- establishment of a wildlife clinic

- extension student/staff training facilities 

- extension of quarantine facilities for all wild animals offered/confiscated by the RFD

Phase 3: All RFD Breeding Centres 

- extension of the student exchange program to the other RFD breeding centres

- mobile clinic/lab (mobile expert health support for captive wildlife residing outside Krabok   

   Koo)

Provisional Timetable

      Phase 1                Phase 2               Phase 3 ->              


      2002-2003          2003-2005               2004 ->

Estimated basic running costs healthcare per year Phase 1:
salary staff



96.000 

veterinarian


       216.000

medicine (preventive)

39.000      

logistics/transport


40.000

office




10.000  

medical equipment


60.000 

tests (serological/parasites)      100.000

vaccination


         20.000

microchips



15.000

communication


12.000 

Subtotal                                    608.000 Baht      (17.889 euro)  (jan 2002)                                 

Additional food, vitamin and minerals






       200.000 Baht        (5.556 euro)






Total                                         808,000 Baht   or  23,000 euro per year.

Short history of the project
In 1997 a collaborative expedition was set up by several Thai and foreign expert groups together with the RFD to make an inventory of the viral pathogens of over 200 gibbons (hylobates) residing at three different locations in Thailand. A general health check on all gibbons was performed as well. Several viral pathogens with a zoonotic potential were detected. During the expedition a health monitoring and prevention program was initiated for the Krabok Koo Wildlife Centre.

After having evaluated the expedition it became clear that the presence of a permanent healthcare team and the establishment of some basic healthcare facilities were needed at all three sites visited. At this point all contributing parties collaboratively decided to start with the establishment of basic healthcare facilities for captive wildlife at the Krabok Koo Wildlife Centre, a large sanctuary authorised by the Royal Forestry Department. One of the first steps was the recruitment of a staff and veterinarian. Together with this a student exchange/training program was set up between the University of Utrecht and Mahidol University in 1999 to support the healthcare team. Both Universities had been working together in the past. The Faculty of Veterinary Science Mahidol University (VSMU) is supervising the project. In 2002 the WICEMA project was set up between VSMU and IMWART (International Mobile Wild Animal Rescue Team). 
Present main participants:
- Royal Forest Department, Thailand

- Faculty of Veterinary Science, Mahidol University at Salaya, Nakornpathom, Thailand

- Foundation IMWART (International Mobile Wild Animal Rescue Team), The Netherlands

- Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Utrecht, The Netherlands

- A.A.P. Foundation, The Netherlands

Contactpersons:

Dr. Parntep Ratanakorn, Fac.of Veterinary Science, Mahidol University at Salaya, Nakornpathom 73170, Thailand. Tel (662) 441 0933/ Fax (662) 441 0937 

Email: vsprt@mahidol.ac.th
Marc Maassen, IMWART, L. Majoorlaan 40, 1401RP Bussum, The Netherlands.

Tel (31) (0)35 6950115/ Mobile (31) (0)612231979 Email: maassen41@zonnet.nl
Basic healthcare        Quarantine        Outreach support for other sanctuaries and conservation projects









































